How to Burn a Disk

This document will evolve over time.  It is intended to document what I have learned about burning discs.  I started this project with the primary purpose of learning all about burning discs.  I want to document this learning in text form to make is easier for the next person to learn about this topic.  Therefore as I get time, I will add more to this document.

I. CD+R, CD+RW

a. Overview

Burning a CD can be done using one of two methods.  The first method is track at once burning and with this method data is sent down to the drive for each track, one track at a time.  The second method for burning a CD is using session at once burning
.

b. Track At Once Burning

When burning a disk using track at once burning, the basic steps are:

· Find the next track index
· Get the burn-proof setting

· Send the OPC information

· Set the drive speed

· For each track:

· Set the write mode page (burn-proof, track at once, multi-session, etc.)

· Find the start address for the new track (invisible track)

· Send the data for the track

· Close the track

· Close the Session

Find the next track index:

The first step in burning a CD using track at once burning is to find the track number of the next track on the disk.  If the disk is blank, the track number of the next track on the disk is one.  You can determine if the disk is blank by using the READ DISC INFORMATION command.  The return data for this command includes a Disc Status field.  This field gives the status of the disk and if it is 00b the disk is blank.
If the disk is not blank, you can use the READ DISC INFORMATION command to read the track number of the disk.

c. Session At Once Burning
II. DVD+R

III. DVD+RW

IV. DVD-R

V. DVD-RW

VI. Images

a. ISO

b. UDF

� This is also called disk at once burning.





